Cellulose-based Bedding as an Alternative to Corn-cob for Breeding Colonies
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BACKGROUND MATERIALS AND METHODS

Mice in two breeding rooms (each room containing approximately 450 cages per room of mixed strain breeding mice) were placed on 1/4” pelleted cellulose bedding for

4-6 weeks (Fig. 4), followed by a return to standard 1/4” pelleted corn-cob bedding for 2-4 weeks (Fig. 2). All cages were on IVC racks, and contained an EnviroPak nesting/

enrichment material. The total number of cages spot-changed (cages that required changing during the non-change-out week), as well as total number of new litters and

edding material used in deceased pups were tallied daily in each room by a single animal care attendant. Data was compiled over the course of the study and compared statistically to detect
rodent cages is constantly being meaningful differences between bedding types. Significance was determined by a p value of <0.01. Bedding requiring a cage change (Fig.1 & Fig 3).
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